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Around 30 years ago, while 
studying missiology in graduate

school, I learned that most 
historians credit the beginning 
of the “modern” Protestant 
missionary movement, which

began in Europe, to well-known
English pioneer missionary William

 Carey in the late 1700s. Much 
earlier, the apostle Paul likely shared about Jesus in 
Spain and throughout the Middle East. Yet, today, 
this region is one of the least-reached parts of the 
world. Many in this area have seemingly turned cold 
to the Gospel message.

Despite this reality, One Mission Society (OMS) 
is faithfully working to revitalize the people, com-
munities, and churches in several countries of this 
region. This issue of OMS Outreach shares exciting 
news about God growing and multiplying disciples 
in Hungary, Ukraine, Spain, Ireland, Israel, Estonia, 
Italy, and other countries.

We hope you enjoy this revitalizing journey 
through Europe and the Middle East!
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What do you think of when you hear the word “revitalize”? I picture some-
one finding an old rocking chair covered in dust and cobwebs in an abandoned
attic, ready to see new life. By investing time, elbow grease, and skill, what 
was once forgotten can again become a valuable piece of furniture, maybe 
to rock a crying baby to sleep or simply to relax in at the end of the day. 

Captivating stories of church growth abound in places like Latin America 
and Africa. But my impression is that some people have relegated Europe 
and the Middle East to the abandoned attic of the Christian world. Perhaps 
surprisingly to many, the church is not dead in these regions! Modern cul-
ture wants to assign Christianity to an ignorable “post-Christian” attic space 
where it accumulates cultural and historical dust in the shadows of progres-
sive modernization. However, modern culture doesn’t realize that nothing will 
prevail against the church of Jesus Christ (Matthew 16:18). Jesus has already 
won, and one day “every knee will bow” before him (Philippians 2:10). 

In the meantime, God has mandated OMS (along with every Christian) 
to be his agent of change to invigorate his church and help fulfill the Great 
Commission worldwide. This includes Europe and the Middle East. 

In this edition of OMS Outreach, you will discover how God is using OMS 
to renew his church throughout this area. Will you consider joining us in our 
mission to see Christ exalted and glorified in this region?

For Christ and his kingdom,

Jeffry Max Edwards

Investing Elbow Grease

Office of the President
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Every OMS missionary’s heart desires to see lives transformed. Every day, we 
meet people where we live and minister who are searching for hope, peace, and 
joy. Some of those include our small group (Bible study) members in Budapest. 
Here is what a few growing disciples said about the ministry:

“Why is it good to be in a small group? Together, we study the Bible, 
share experiences, and help our friends, who study with us, on their 
journey to God. It is good that we can trust each other. They pray for me, 
and I pray for them.”

“Regular Bible reading is becoming a deeper habit in my life, and the 
words of the Word are shaping my way of thinking, my character.”

“I recommend that everyone be in a small group. It grows our relation-
ships with God, deepens our biblical knowledge, makes us more curious 
about the treasures of the Bible, and helps us grow closer to each other.”

As OMS missionaries, we leave our homes and, for some, the security of our 
former jobs to share that Jesus is the source of the hope people seek. We have 
a deep passion to see people reborn and dramatically transformed. Scripture de-
scribes it in these terms … “darkness to light” … “death to life” … “a new creation.” 

Only the Holy Spirit can make this drastic transformation in the human heart. 
However, he invites us all to participate as catalysts of this change. Christ in-
tended for all of his followers to play a critical role in bringing people into life-
changing relationships with him. By living out our faith as the body of Christ, we 

By Jonathan Long, OMS Europe/Middle East Regional Director

The Missionary Heart
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join Christ’s Great Commission to become and make disciples. 
Sadly, Europe and the Middle East, once the source of great church growth 

and theological teaching, seem to have strayed from the art of disciple-making. 
Postmodern thinking has impacted cultures tremendously, and the church has 
been relegated as an ineffectual part of people’s lives. It seems like a dire situation.

But as a believer and an optimist, I know there is hope! Though church 
attendance is declining, people are no less hungry for purpose and meaning 
in their lives. They are no less needy of love, acceptance, accountability, and 
belonging. In recent years, we have seen church communities that desire to 
revive disciple-making. Every church we partner with has many believers who 
want to make a difference.

These new disciples are looking into their communities and seeing the need 
to make an impact. We have an opportunity to partner with them by dreaming 
and planning ways to practically exemplify God’s love. Disciple-making and 
community impact go hand in hand. Grow deep! Grow wide! Ours is a vision of 
total community revitalization.

Today, historical and young churches alike are being revitalized by a disciple-
making movement, with roots that are spreading. A church of fervent disciple-
makers is rising up, and we, the OMS Europe/Middle East team, are praying for 
an outright transformation of our region, beginning in our churches and spread-
ing to unreached hearts. 

I invite you to join us. Perhaps you can prayerfully or financially support an 
OMS ministry or missionary in our region. Maybe God is calling you to step out 
and serve with us in a region that greatly needs more missionaries. 
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The island of Sicily has received almost 
200,000 refugees in the last 5 years—130,000 
of those in the last 2—not counting many who 
died while crossing the sea. Most have come 
from Muslim majority countries where the 
Gospel cannot be openly shared. Too many 
have never had the opportunity to hear the 
true Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is why my 
wife and I serve in Sicily. 

We not only strive to share the Gospel 
among these people who have left their homes 
and communities, but we also want to make 
disciples who will form new communities as 
the body of Christ and, in turn, make more dis-
ciples. We use simple, reproducible methods 
to share the Gospel, disciple believers, and in-
vite them to join in expanding God’s kingdom 
on earth as disciple-makers.

Not 
About 

the 
Bikes

By Bradley McKinney, 
OMS Italy Disciple-Maker
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Much of what we do centers around 
the Agape Bici bicycle shop and ad-
joining Agape Center. Through the bike 
shop, we serve refugees in several ways. 
First, we fix anyone’s bike for free or for a 
free-will offering. But preferably, instead 
of doing it for them, we teach them to 
fix their own bikes. Second, we give 
refugees and Sicilians used bikes after 
we repair them together. They use these 
bikes to get to work or school. Finally, we 
offer a bicycle mechanic apprenticeship 
program where individuals learn every-
thing they need to know to fix bikes and 
to run a small business. Once they finish 
the course, they receive a certificate and 
a complete bike repair tool kit. 

This shop is not primarily about bi-
cycles. Interactions and connections 
here provide opportunities to work side 
by side while having great conversations 
about faith and Jesus with people we 
would never meet otherwise. We build 
relationships that are strong enough to 
support important and difficult discus-
sions. Because we develop these friend-
ships, we get to study the Bible with 
believers and non-believers and disciple 
these people whom God is calling. As 
people come to believe, we welcome 
them into the community forming around 
the bike shop and Agape Center. In the 

photos, pages 6-7: Ministry at Agape Bici includes 
fixing bicycles, teaching bike owners to fix their bikes, 

and making Gospel connections in a safe environment.

midst of this community, true disciples 
are formed, and the body of Christ is 
alive. Its members learn to make disci-
ples and multiply God’s image no matter 
where they end up ... in Sicily, in Europe, 
or back in their home countries. This is 
the exciting stuff! The bicycles just cre-
ate a way to get to it.

Are you interested in helping refugees 
hear the Gospel, possibly for the first time, 
and learn to make disciples of Jesus? We 
would love for you to partner with us in 
what God is doing among refugees in Sicily.
Email go@onemissionsociety.org for more 
information.
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In the middle of banana plantations, outside of the rural town of Chigorodo, Colombia, 
an OMS Men for Missions (MFM) team, made up of men from Kentucky, Indiana, and 
Oklahoma, helped build a parsonage for a local pastor of our OMS-related IGLEICO 
denomination in September 2022. 

In addition to the MFM short-term workers, God used our OMS Colombia missionaries, 
two IGLEICO pastoral couples, and many church members from the area to bless this 
pastoral couple. 

ColombiaColombia
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The Africa Village Church Planting Supervisors’ Seminar took place in 
Lomé, Togo, from September 20–27. Our 9 senior African leaders and 
11 leaders from the U.S. gathered for a week of reporting, fellowship, 
and instruction. Executive director of Global Ministries, Chris Williams, 
was warmly welcomed on this, his first trip to Africa.  

We also rejoice that eight JESUS film backpacks were presented to our 
supervisors.  

TogoTogo
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Southeast AsiaSoutheast Asia

South KoreaSouth Korea

PhilippinesPhilippines

OMS partners with the “What’s the Story?” evangelistic campaign that 
is gaining national momentum as it addresses the 6 greatest spiritual 
questions on the hearts of the Irish people, according to a survey of 
1,000 participants. More than 130 collaborating churches have been 
equipped to engage and impact their communities for Christ by ad-
dressing these questions through thought-provoking online content, 

video resources, and materials.

We praise the Lord for the training that took place from 
July–September 2022 in which 393 new church planters were 
equipped to share the Gospel with unreached peoples in this 
nation. Additionally, 375 people received Christ, 80 were 
baptized, 43 new small groups started, and 3 new churches 
were planted.

IrelandIreland
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The 20th annual Cowman Lectures were held at Seoul Theological 
University on October 4 and 7. OMS sends a speaker each year to 
present lectures for the seminary students and faculty. This year, 
Daryl McCarthy spoke on “Theology that Transforms Individuals, 
Nations, and All of Life,” learning from John Wesley. 

In the first quarter of 2022, the OMS Philippines team returned to 
face-to-face campus ministry. When they shared the vision of the 
ministry, it ignited the passion of the student leaders, and they 
clearly grasped the urgency of the Great Commission. Each of the 
campus workers has prepared teams to make disciples who make 

disciples on their campuses. 



10

Personal
Touch IsKey

On the northeastern border of Europe 
lies Estonia, a small country of 1.3 mil-
lion people. Since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Estonia has developed a 
reputation for cutting-edge technology, 
e-government, and high-level education. 
Estonia is also known as non-religious 
and considered one of the most agnostic 
countries in Europe. 

While there are active Christian con-
gregations here, they struggle to grow in 
a society where religion as an institution 
is stigmatized. Inside the church, people 
stand by faith despite a lack of resources, 
teaching materials in the local languages, 
or strong communities.

The revitalization of the church starts 
by empowering those who are its pillars 
today. Pastors, missionaries, and volun-
teer workers often show signs of loneli-
ness and fatigue. Investing in these people 
is essential so they can be encouraged in 
their relationships with God and sustain-
ably serve in a balanced manner, with joy 
and spiritual boldness.

Six years ago, my husband Mark and I 
started a “Bible Teaching Day” to revital-
ize communities through learning and fel-
lowship. Estonia does not have traditional 
Sunday school for adults, so for many, 
the Sunday church service offers the only 

source of biblical teaching and fellowship. 
Our Bible Teaching Day project started in 
southern Estonia, involving four congre-
gations. We were amazed that most ac-
tive members of each congregation were 
willing to gather for a Saturday filled with 
Bible study and camaraderie. As a result, 
those four congregations started to inter-
act with and support each other. After a 
few years, we took the project to northern 
Estonia, where we saw the same thing 
happen.

We generally notice that for Estonian 
churches to grow, they take a personal 
approach to ministry. Home services or 
groups connect through common in-
terests and a much less institutional at-
mosphere. This shows the necessity of 
human interaction rather than structured 
programs. Focusing on this reality, we in-
vested in a missions house in the coun-
tryside where we welcome and encour-
age people and offer a space for informal 
meetings, teaching, and fellowship. The 
house needs significant updates to re-
ceive people year-round, but in its first 
summer, it hosted about 60 people. We 
see great potential in going this direction 
to revitalize Christ’s church in Estonia. 
Would you pray with us for future ministry 
at the mission house?

By Lívia R.T. Nelson, 
OMS Estonia Disciple-Makerphoto: Rakvore Bible Teaching Day, with 

Mark and Lívia Nelson in center
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Rest for the Weary

Today, the need for this kind of space 
continues. The world has not slowed 
down, and the desire for hope is more 
tangible than ever. People and pastors 
alike are worn out. Peña offers an alter-
native to this pace.

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out 
on religion? Come to me. Get away with 
me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you 
how to take a real rest. Walk with me and 
work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay any-
thing heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep com-
pany with me and you’ll learn to live freely 
and lightly” (Matthew 11:28–30 MSG). 

Unfortunately, the pandemic forced 
the camp to close for two years. With zero 
income in those years and the grounds 
and buildings continuing to need main-
tenance, reopening has been difficult. 
Despite these challenges, God remains 
faithful. Summer 2022 was the busiest on 
record, despite the two-year shutdown. 
Clearly, the camp is still vital.  

Please pray with us as we invest now 
so that Camp Peña de Horeb can con-
tinue its legacy of pouring into lives for 
years to come, offering its revitalizing 
presence to the people of Spain.

If you casually mention the name “Peña 
de Horeb” in just about any evangical 
church throughout Spain, at least one 
person’s eyes will light up as they launch 
into a story of how much they love this 
camp. The camp’s impact runs so deep 
that some have chosen to have their ash-
es scattered on the campgrounds. This is 
the legacy of Peña de Horeb. 

Translated from Spanish into English, 
the camp’s name is “Rock of Horeb,” 
referencing the famous mountain where 
Moses received the Ten Commandments 
and the Jewish people entered into a cov-
enantal relationship with God. The name 
is an apt reminder of this covenantal re-
lationship for all believers today, and 
the camp provides a physical space for 
Christians to remember the promises God 
has made. 

For nearly 50 years, Peña has been a 
unique place for churches and individuals 
in Spain to escape the relentless pace of 
the world and find true rest, as well as a  
place to offer evangelistic camps for chil-
dren and adults. The 17-acre campground, 
situated just above the unbelievably blue 
Tajo River, offers space for churches and 
workers to slow down and be refreshed.  

By Amanda Buck, OMS Europe/Middle East Communications
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Does taking a prayer team to the Middle 
East make a difference? Are our prayers 
really changing Israel? Having recently re-
turned from there, I am humbled by God’s 
answers to our prayers and by what he 
has done and is doing through them.

When an OMS prayer team last vis-
ited Israel, we prayer-walked around the 
Karmiel municipality, and we specifically 
prayed that God would provide a govern-
ment leader for Karmiel who would come 
to know Yeshua as the Messiah and for a 
government that would work with believers 
in the region.

Karmiel has a new mayor. When 
Moshe, the OMS field leader for Israel, 
met with the council of messianic lead-
ers in the community, he suggested they 
invite the mayor to come to their time of 
worship so they could pray for him and 
his leadership. The leaders said this has 
never happened before in Karmiel; it will 
never happen. But what they said would 
never happen did happen in answer to 
a prayer. The mayor came and allowed 
them to pray over him!

On that same visit, we also prayed that 
believers in Israel would serve the Lord 
and share the Gospel in other countries. 
God answered that prayer in an unexpect-
ed way. When the war in Ukraine started, 
OMS’ ministry team from Israel was quick 
to go to Hungary to help refugees crossing  
the border. Those refugees included many 

photos, page 12: This OMS prayer team visited 
Israel in November to pray for the country. 

By Jacqui Shatto, OMS 
World Intercessors Director

When
God

Answers

Jewish Ukrainians who would soon be liv-
ing in Karmiel, Israel! God often does more 
than we can imagine. When the mayor of 
Karmiel saw on Facebook that Moshe was 
in Ukraine, he contacted him, offering to 
help the refugees.

Every time we visit, we pray for min-
istry to grow. God is now equipping a 
young couple, who recently joined this 
ministry team, to lead discipleship bands, 
begin an English camp, and work with the 
youth. God is also providing supporters 
for new humanitarian projects.

During every visit, we pray for salvation 
for the lost in the Middle East. One recent 
humanitarian project brought a team 
member, an Arab Christian pastor, into 
the home of a Jewish woman who did 
not have food for her family. The woman 
asked him, “Why are you doing this? You 
are an Arab. I am a Jew. Why would you 
help us?” Her questions opened the door 
for him to share the Gospel with her, and 
she accepted Jesus as her Savior!  

A government official working with 
believers, a missionary team from Israel 
helping in Europe, a growing ministry 
in the Middle East, and an Arab pastor 
leading a Jewish woman to salvation in 
Christ … God is at work in the prayers of 
his people. Prayer is changing the Middle 
East and the lives of those who pray. Will 
you join us?
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A few days after Russia invaded Ukraine, 
OMS missionaries were among the first to 
cross the Hungary–Ukraine border to pro-
vide relief and support to Ukrainians. A 
small OMS team first entered Ukraine on 
February 27, 2022, carrying a van filled 
with basic, non-perishable food to be 
shared with the lines of people waiting at 
the border to flee from Ukraine. What we 
didn’t know at the time was that this would 
be the first of many trips. Thanks to our 
generous OMS supporters, partners, and 
missionaries, OMS has provided more 
than 500,000 pounds of food to Ukraine 
since the war began.

After seeing the great need on our initial 
trip, our team kicked into high gear, creating 
a multipronged approach. OMS mission-
aries from the Europe/Middle East region 
traveled to the Hungary border to help. At 
first, the biggest need was helping people 
safely evacuate Ukraine and navigate their 
next steps. Translators from the OMS team 
in Israel, where there is a large Russian and 
Ukrainian population, were invaluable as 
they cared for people at the border, offering 
them assistance and hope in their native 
tongues. Our missionaries transformed the 
OMS Ministry Center in Budapest into tem-
porary housing with multiple sleeping cots, 
a shower, laundry facilities, and even toys 
and stuffed animals to comfort little ones.  

After the initial waves of refugees, 
Ukraine still desperately needed supplies. 
We worked alongside national partners in 
Hungary to create a food order and delivery 
schedule for six days a week from March 
to July. After delivering food to our partners 
in Ukraine, they shared the food, pictured 
to the right, with cities in need, including 

Ministering to

Ukrainian
Pastors

Kharkiv, Bucha, and Mariupol. 
As the war continues, the need remains 

great. Several OMS missionaries have re-
turned to Kyiv to minister to their commu-
nities by providing physical help, spiritual 
support, and prayer during this difficult time. 

Our focus has narrowed to specifi-
cally supporting the network of pastors 
our OMS Ukraine team works with. Most 
of these pastors are absolutely worn out. 
They have been giving everything to their 
communities for nearly a year, often leaving 
themselves and their families with nothing. 
Because they didn’t evacuate their homes, 
choosing instead to stay and serve their 
communities in the midst of war, they do 
not qualify for Ukrainian governmental re-
lief and often go without necessities. To 
fill this gap, OMS has created pastor relief 
pallets of food and supplies to sustain our 
network of 320 pastors and their families 
for a month at a time.  

We value your prayers and donations 
as this war continues. Together, we are the 
hands and feet of Jesus for those in des-
perate need. 

By Amanda Buck, 
OMS Europe/Middle East 
Communications

photo, page 13: OMS teams work alongside 
national partners in Hungary to create a food 
order and delivery system.
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Planting
              the Gospel

A few years ago, my family planted some vegetables in 
our garden. It was a joyous experience full of laughter, 
grubby hands, and grand visions of the harvest. The next 
morning, the kids hurried out to the garden expectantly, 
only to find … nothing. No shoots, no growth, no harvest. 
This happened for a few days, and even the first green 
shoots brought disappointment. As we explored their 
disappointment, we realized that they thought the pas-
sionate and energetic start would result in flourishing, 
easily observable, and immediate fruit. They were disap-
pointed because it seemed nothing was happening. 

By Jonny Pollock, 
OMS Ireland Disciple-Maker

“The harvest is in
God’s hands.”
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Planting
              the Gospel

Some assume that Ireland is a his-
toric hotbed of Christianity, an ancient 
Celtic people who transformed the 
world as saints and scholars, a fer-
tile soil. However, the nation of Ireland 
is tired of religion and the perceived 
shackles it brings. Yet, one commenta-
tor explains that Ireland is not finished 
with God but rather with a religion that 
is holding it ransom.  The results of this 
weariness are skepticism, doubt, guilt, 
and a misunderstanding of God, all of 
which are muddied by history, struggle, 
shame, and abuse. My family and I min-
ister in Ireland, recognizing this as a 
humbling experience that helps us enter 
into a people’s pain. Nevertheless, we 
have a God who is great, a Gospel that 
is beautiful, and a commission to carry 
out. So, how do we reach out with the 
Good News, and what do we need to 
understand before sharing?

1. The soil might be hard, but our 
God is able. Ireland is the least-reached 
English-speaking country in the world, 
with less than one percent of the popu-
lation claiming evangelical Christianity. 
This culture makes planting Gospel 
seeds a challenge. We have learned 
that, rather than becoming overwhelmed 
by the whole culture, we should focus 
on the biblical concept of sharing our 
lives and the Gospel with those God 

places around us. We are called to start 
by reaching our families, friends, and 
neighbors, not entire towns or cities. In-
stead of seeing the fields and lamenting 
the scale of the work, we can see the 
souls of those around us and faithfully 
pray and share Christ with them. 

2. We are Gospel planters. We are 
not marketers, influencers, or communi-
cators. We know these things can help, 
but first, we are Gospel witnesses. Our 
evangelism overflows from our Gospel
joy to those around us. This means 
that we aren’t called to plant churches 
but to plant the Gospel. Of course, a 
church is an inevitable outcome of a 
transformed and redeemed people, but 
once we begin prioritizing strategy over 
Gospel ministry, our posture negatively 
changes. In the Irish culture, we do not 
need large-scale events or campaigns; 
we need more acts of everyday Gospel 
faithfulness. 

3. The harvest is in God’s hands. 
This connects with my children’s struggle 
in my opening illustration. We are sow-
ing seeds of the Gospel but may never 
see the harvest. However, as humbling 
and sometimes frustrating as this is, it 
reminds us that the harvest is in God’s 
hands. He alone breaks strongholds; he 
alone transforms hearts; and he alone 
gets the glory, honor, and praise. 

“The harvest is in
God’s hands.”
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People used to have a hard 
time finding Ukraine on a map, 
or they just considered it a sub-
urb of Russia. Now, Ukraine 
has captured the world’s eyes 
and hearts almost one year 
into the war. Here are a few 
stories of Ukrainian refugees 
who have passed through 
OMS’ 12-bed ministry center/
shelter in Budapest, Hungary, 
seeking safety from the war in 
Ukraine.  

16

By Randy Marshall, OMS Ukraine, Disciple-Maker

Ukraine: 
A Collection

of War Stories
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One couple came to the OMS shelter in shock 
(pictured with Randy). They were so on edge 
they couldn’t even sleep. They lived in an eastern 
Ukrainian city near Lugansk that has been heavily 
bombed. They slept in their own beds the first night 
of the war then spent 24 days in a bomb shelter. 
The electricity was out, and the only time they had 
lighting was when they ate. The light came from 
harvested batteries some of the men had gathered 
from abandoned trolleybuses. Otherwise, they 

lived in darkness and listened to bombs shaking the earth above them. 
This couple visited their house once (pictured on page 16), but the windows were 

blown out, and everything was frozen. When they finally escaped the city, a missile 
exploded just around the corner—scaring them but only damaging a building. 

Thankfully, they made it to Switzerland and reunited with their daughter. A 
farmer there even gave them a small plot of land where they could plant veg-
etables. “We have our own dacha (cottage) in Switzerland,” they said, expressing 
thankfulness to God for all the help they received during their evacuation.

Another couple of families who stayed at the 
OMS shelter evacuated from Kharkiv, a large 
town near the Russian border in northeastern 
Ukraine that has been under heavy attack. One 
of the women, Lena (red hair, pictured with Randy 
and Lena’s daughter), shared that she learned to 
distinguish sounds of the various missiles that were 
exploding in their city because she heard them so 
often. “No woman should be able to do that,” she 
said in Russian. She remembers cooking borscht in 

her kitchen while bombs were falling and deciding not to run for the shelter because 
they fell so often. 

Unfortunately, she had to leave her husband behind—no men between 18 and 
60 are allowed to leave Ukraine. That’s why most of the refugees are women and 
children. She escaped with her teenage daughter, who was amazed at all the as-
sistance they received along the way—food, lodging, and transport. “Mom, God 
really loves us,” she said. Her comment surprised Lena since they didn’t usually 
talk much about spiritual things. 

One young woman, Olya (center with Randy 
and Shelley, his wife), came through Budapest 
with her aging mother on their way to Belgium. 
They evacuated from Kyiv when medical supplies 
started waning. Her mother had surgery in early 
January 2022, and she needed medicine and ban-
dages, which had become scarce. During their 
brief stay in Budapest, with a feeling of peace and 
safety, this woman’s mother took her first walk 
since her surgery. She looked out over the Danube 

River and enjoyed the nighttime lights of Budapest. The walk “was so important 
for my mom—to have a gulp of fresh air!” said Olya.

Please continue to pray with us for peace in Ukraine.
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GoSometimes, 
We Need to

Being the
Hands and Feet

of Jesus
in Ukraine

By Kylie Lau, OMS Asia/Pacific, Disciple-Maker

As tears fell down my new friend’s 
cheeks, I stepped forward and hugged 
her. Her heart broke with grief over 
the war in Ukraine and its impact on 
her family and community. As we held 
each other and cried in her hometown 
in Ukraine, I reflected afresh on the 
fact that many needs will never be met 
through donations alone.  

I am an OMS missionary, living in 
South Korea and serving the Asia/Pacific 
region. Since the war in Ukraine started, 
I have prayed and hoped I could help in 
some way. I sent money, but that felt in-
complete to me. I heard about the needs 
of our OMS Hungary team on a Friday 
afternoon. The call requested drivers of 
manual transmission vans and Russian 
speakers to make supply runs to and 
from the Hungary-Ukraine border. I can 
drive, and my coworker Hannah speaks 
Russian. The next morning, we booked 
our tickets, and we hopped on a plane 
the day after that. 
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Go

In Hungary, we averaged 
15-hour days, our muscles 
got good workouts from mov-
ing more than 4,400 pounds of 
food and other materials each 
trip, and we managed to have 
3 significant car repair “adven-
tures.” The roles we played felt 
vastly inconsequential in the 
grand scheme of the amount 
of need in Ukraine. Despite 
the overwhelming big picture, 
we found that being a tiny cog 
in a massive machine was 
extremely refreshing and life-
giving. 

God is doing the work, and 
he just asked me to take a 
small part. I didn’t end the war, 
and I don’t even have stories 
about people making Gospel 
commitments because of our 
interactions. Instead, I had the 
privilege of being the arms of 
Jesus to a woman who needed
a hug; the hands of Jesus 
that unstacked, stacked, and 

restacked boxes of food; and 
the feet of Jesus that drove a 
van thousands of kilometers. 
The Gospel, “Good News,” 
of Jesus Christ includes more 
than avoidance of hell or eter-
nity without God—it is comfort 
for the suffering, hope for the 
oppressed, love for the ne-
glected, and sometimes, it is 
food for the war-ravaged peo-
ple of Ukraine.

So, why did I go? Every mis-
sion field has needs that can 
never be met by only sending 
money. Sometimes, we just 
need to go. 
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photos, page 18-19: OMS missionar-
ies Kaylie Lau and Hannah Kappler 
traveled from South Korea to serve the 
Ukrainian people affected by the war.
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Our shared mission:
   to show the students 
      Christ’s love.
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Last year, I had the opportunity to help the 
OMS Hungary team put on their second 
English camp of the summer in Vác, a town 
about 45 minutes outside of Budapest. 
We welcomed volunteers from the United 
States for the week and partnered with lo-
cal volunteers, who served as translators. 
We spent the weekend before camp pre-
paring the facility while preparing spiritually 
and building a strong team.

We had a sweet time getting to know 
each other and feeling united under our 
shared mission of showing the students 
Christ’s love. Having everyone on the same 
page about how to approach conversations 
with the students was crucial. Of course, 
we want them to engage in spiritual conver-
sations, but many of the students are not 
believers. They come to camp to practice 
their English and have fun, not to give their 
lives to Christ.

I was happy to learn that we would not 
be overtly evangelizing the students. I have 
always favored a more subtle approach 
than preaching the Gospel to those, such 
as unsuspecting campers, who don’t ex-
press interest and aren’t asking for it. Each 
morning, one of our staff members gave a 
brief devotional in Hungarian. It was usu-
ally a Bible story that related to the day’s 
theme, given in language that would appeal 
to nonbelievers.

The main opportunity for students to en-
gage in spiritual discussions came during 
conversation groups. Twice a day, we met 
in groups of about six students, a native 
English speaker, and a translator. We had 
been encouraged to let each conversation 
take its natural direction, allowing the stu-

dents to feel comfortable and practice spo-
ken English. Sometimes, we played games 
or sat around chatting about their favor-
ite hobbies or holiday plans. I was with a 
group of advanced English speakers, six 
girls ages 14-18, and they liked asking me 
questions about American culture.

Other times, conversations took a more 
spiritual route. I enjoyed answering their 
questions and sharing my testimony in ways 
that would relate to teenage girls. We dis-
cussed how it can be difficult to be our true 
selves because we worry about what others 
think of us. I told them that God knows who 
we truly are and loves us anyway. 

None of my students declared their faith 
or gave their lives to Christ that week, but 
I believe seeds were planted. I consider it 
a successful week at camp if just a few of 
them left thinking more deeply about God 
and pondering what it would mean to have 
a relationship with him.

Goodbyes at the end of the week were 
filled with hugs and tears. I knew our team 
had done our best to show these students 
the love of Christ, and that made every bit 
of sweat, hard work, and exhaustion worth 
it. We continue to pray for their spiritual 
development. 

By Amanda Barton, 
OMS Hungary, Embark Missionary 

Our shared mission:
   to show the students 
      Christ’s love.

A Glimpse Into Summer

English Camps
in Hungary
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Pouring Into
Preschoolers

By Amanda Buck, OMS Europe/Middle 
East, Communications Team

We often think of revitalizing and restoring communities through 
large projects and interventions after major trauma or when those 
communities seem to be on their last leg. We all love a good “to-
tal makeover,” right? But what if revitalizing and transforming a 
community could be more organic and begin without the urgency 
of a disaster? Say, through creating a cornerstone of community 
that pours truth and love into children from an early age?

The American Preschool Academy (APA) in Budapest, Hungary,
will do just that. As the largest business as mission project in 
OMS’ Europe/Middle East region, the preschool is a prime ex-
ample of creating sustainable businesses that tangibly serve a 
community’s needs and generate a steady revenue stream to 
fund even more, often local, ministries. In this way, the business 
becomes an integral part of its neighborhood, sharing God’s 
love with the people living there every day while maintaining an 
eye on the bigger picture and funding ministry beyond itself for 
years to come.  

Our business as mission team in the Europe/Middle East re-
gion is passionate about finding and meeting what they have 
called the “double bottom line” that exists in businesses launched 
to create and revitalize Christ-centered communities across the 
globe. The first bottom line exists in the business world, start-
ing a successful and sustainable business. The second bottom 
line comes when considering the impact on individuals and how 
the business could impact its customers for Christ through the 
goods and services it offers.  

God works powerfully through the creation of these businesses 
as people use their vocational skills to build the kingdom of God 
in their own backyards. And as the businesses succeed finan-
cially, they can use their profits to fund even more ministries. 

In a way that only God could orchestrate, the APA is uniquely 
situated to make a huge impact on the kingdom of God in 
Budapest. Studies indicate that a person’s worldview is primarily 
formed by the age of 10, and the Hungarian government re-
quires that all children attend preschool beginning at age 3. Un-
fortunately, the school system in Hungary is both overpopulated 
and largely shame-based, meaning children are motivated more 
by discipline than encouragement. Because of these factors, a 
Christian preschool that also offers English language, which is 
important in Eastern Europe, creates an organic space to impact 
both children and their families through daily interactions. 

Who knows what fruit will come years down the road from pro-
viding this Christ-centered space to these young children today?  
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go to www.onemissionsociety.org/opportunities, or scan the QR code. You 
can also email go@onemissionsociety.org to connect with a mobilizer.

For more exciting opportunities,

Hungary—Preschool
A business as mission preschool is under develop-
ment in Budapest, Hungary, to serve the needs of 
working families and to help fund ministry efforts. 
The following staffing positions are open: director, 
program specialist, and teacher.

Italy—Disciple-Makers
OMS seeks disciple-makers who will help grow more 
disciple-makers among the refugee and immigrant 
population in Catania, Sicily. Help is needed for the 
ministry center, English classes, bicycle repairs, 
cookouts, discipleship groups, and other activities.

Spain—Peña de Horeb Camp
Volunteers are needed at a Christian camp called 
Peña de Horeb, near beautiful Auñón, Spain. Duties 
include helping cook meals in a commercial kitchen 
for up to 120 campers, cleaning the kitchen and camp 
facilities, washing bedding, and preparing rooms for 
new guests.


